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ference at Acre. The prince of Antioch in his own interest
wished the crusaders to take the field against Nuraddin, and
this was undoubtedly the right course. However, the inter-
ests of the kingdom of Jerusalem prevailed, and the safer and
more attractive scheme of attacking Damascus was adopted.
But the defences of the city were strong, the difficulties of
supply were great, and there was little unity among the allies ;
the Moslems were even able to bribe some of the barons of
Jerusalem to desist from the undertaking. So the siege was
The end of abandoned, and with this last fiasco the Second Crusade came
the Second jo an encj. Conrad immediately took ship for Constantinople.
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Louis stayed on for some time, as a pilgrim rather than as a
crusader, visiting the Holy Places and quarrelling with his
wife; her behaviour at Antioch justified his suspicions of her
infidelity and led him to make his most fatal mistake, of
obtaining a divorce.
The effect This was one of the minor ill-consequences of the expe-
the Latin dition. The Crusade was a grievous failure, but it was more
than that; the general situation after it was worse than
before. Western Europe was both ashamed and disgusted;
even St. Bernard's reputation was temporarily affected; and
it needed a lapse of forty years and the violent shock of the
fall of Jerusalem to galvanise the crusading spirit into life
again. So the Latins in the East were left to themselves at
a time when their enemies were gathering strength against
them. Nuraddin was able quietly to complete his conquest
of Edessa by the capture of Tell-Bashir in 1150, and Damas-
cus, which the Latins had first helped to defend against him
and had then tried to take for themselves, fell an easy prey
in 1154. The whole of Moslem Syria was in his hands, and
he now confronted the kingdom of Jerusalem and the county
of Tripolis as well as the principality of-Antioch. One victory
King Baldwin III achieved—the capture of Ascalon in 1152
—but this was won over the Egyptian Fatimites. They were
declining rapidly to their extinction; the arena was being
cleared for the final contest between the Seljuks and the Latins.
,- The Second Crusade widened the breach between Eastern
breach -iind Western Christendom. It was natural that the unsuccess-
between fui crusaders should seek to cast the blame on the Eastern
^rtem*1"1 Emperor, and it was certain that with his co-operation they
Christendom could have escaped the disasters they met with in Asia Minor.

